
 

 

 

New features in Family Tree Builder 5.0  
Last update: November 1, 2010 
 
Major new features 

1. Better charting 
a. Added a Chart Wizard that makes it easy to create a chart from any of the 

chart types and styles available 
b. New chart: Bowtie Chart 
c. New chart: Hourglass Chart 
d. Beautiful new chart format: stylish charts, with 4 exciting new designs and 

no boxes to confine your chart 
e. Better fan charts that can also be saved to PDF and conform to your printer 

page settings 
f. Dozens of new box borders and chart frames to pick from 
g. All graphics do not make the program installer larger, as it is now able to 

download graphic updates on the fly whenever new updates are available 
h. Better formatting of fact labels and values in charts 
i. It is now possible to include notes in charts, as well as residence addresses. 
j. New huge personal photo size for charts, when photos play an important 

part 
k. Beautiful new title decorations 
l. Beautiful new tiled backgrounds 
m. Beautiful new full-page backgrounds 
n. Ability to create and save custom chart styles and reuse them in the future 
o. New, automatic algorithm for picking title and footer font sizes 
p. When saving a chart to PDF it is possible to create a hi-resolution PDF file 

for printing, or a low-resolution file which is easier to email because of its 
lower size but contains less detail 

q. A new option was added to the General tab of the chart options dialog. This 
is the default and only option that existed before. Unchecking this option, 
will not take into account the printer page size and instead will create a 
chart that spans a single page of any size.  This option was added to 
support poster printing in the future. 

r. Charts now show multiple occurrences of each fact, e.g. multiple 
occupations of a person, if applicable, and not just the first one. 

2. Chart poster printing built-into the program (create a PDF, order it as printed 
poster from MyHeritage). The user can pick the paper size (several magnifications 
are made possible based on the size of the chart and the size of the papers 
provided by the printing facility); the paper quality, based on the papers provided 
by the printing facility; whether to laminate the chart; where to ship the chart and 
whether to use regular or express shipping. 



 

 

3. Tree Consistency Checker (free!!) – major feature that helps you find mistakes in 
your data in almost 40 categories; guaranteed to help you improve YOUR tree, 
catching mistakes that no other genealogy program or service can 

4. Better privacy controls: 
a. Ability to prevent online publishing of specific people, specific notes, 

specific facts, or certain facts for all people 
b. See all info that is privatized at a glance 
c. Ability to hide privatized info from charts and reports 
d. Ability to exclude privatized info from GEDCOM exports 
e. A new icon designates people who have been made private for quick 

identification 
5. To-Do lists to enter tasks that need to be done and associate them with people 

and with locations; organize the next steps you need to do in your research and 
prioritize them. Find all tasks associate with a certain person or location to conduct 
your genealogy research much more effectively. 

6. Export custom report to Excel with fields you pick for the people you select. 
7. Ability to restore published trees from online family sites, via convenient wizard 

(File> Restore project > Restore from online family site). Also added the ability to 
restore published photos from any published project, by going to Photos in the 
program and then selecting Photos>Restore photos from family site. Also made it 
possible to restore a Family Tree Builder project from a family tree that was built 
online on MyHeritage.com (and not through Family Tree Builder) and even restore 
the photos added to it. 

8. Search & Replace functionality in almost every field in the family tree, with multiple 
configuration options, like matching case, matching an entire word, or any part of 
the text, etc., and selection of the fields that will participate in the operation. 

Minor features 

1. When importing a GEDCOM file, there is now a new wizard page that asks the user 
to identify himself/herself in the tree. This helps set the home person of the project 
as the individual who is the user, to give the user a better experience with the 
tree. 

2. URLs entered are automatically displayed as clickable links (also URLs supported 
for source citations) 

3. More configuration options: 
a. Book reports can be configured to produce a report according to the 

page size of your printer 
b. Book reports can be configured whether to display last names the way 

FTB does 
4. Improved the look of some icons throughout the program 
5. Added more icon indicators on person cards in tree view: private person, has to-do 

tasks, research completed 
6. Added new “More” tab when editing a person to add room for new properties 
7. Added info to photo tooltips including their dimensions, type and file size 



 

 

8. Quick access from the Help menu to the online FAQ and help center on 
MyHeritage.com 

9. Updated user guide 
10. The email address of the user currently logged on, is displayed in the window title 

for convenience 
11. There is a new configurable display option that, when enabled, shows people’s 

ages in the person cards of Tree View 
12. Users who download Family Tree Builder from MyHeritage.com when they are 

logged on, will get a personalized installer that automatically registers Family Tree 
Builder for them and selects its language, so they do not have to manually go 
through these steps. This reduces the chance of errors such as registering Family 
Tree Builder with a mistyped email address. 

13. Add a new function in Tools>Options>General to restore browser search settings, 
that the program’s installer may have modified. 

New features for professional genealogists 

1. It is now possible to associate photos with sources. Perfect for sources that are 
documents, as now you can add a scan of the document and attach it to the 
source record 

2. It is now possible to state a date for each residence of a person (so if a person 
lived in multiple addresses you can specify when he lived in each one). This is 
supported in the GEDCOM specification but there was data entry support for it until 
now. 

3. Get warned when adding new people to the tree if they apparently already exist; 
this can protect you from adding duplicate people and messing up your tree; 
helpful when cousins marry, too, to keep them in the tree once 

4. Find duplicates in your family tree (useful after merging in another family tree or 
finding duplicates that already exist) 

5. Enter DNA marker info for individuals, with perhaps the most extensive DNA entry 
facilities available on any genealogy product. 

6. There is a new setting in the Options > Names section, which allows the user to 
specify whether married names of women should be calculated from the husband's 
last name. 

7. Added support for married names for men too. 
8. There is a new configurable display option, whether or not to display suffix in 

names (like Jr., Sr. and II), similar to the option on whether or not to display prefix 
in names (like Dr., Prof., etc). 

9. Ability to mark a person as research-complete and easily find the people whose 
research has been completed or not completed 

10. Better handling of sources and citations: in source list it is possible to do a quick 
search, useful for finding a source if you have many. In citation page when 
selecting a source, there is a new source selector for that which is more flexible 
than the pull-down list that existed before. 

11. Added support for specifying known number of children per family. 


