
	
  

	
  
JewishGen	
  and	
  MyHeritage.com	
  collaborate	
  	
  
to	
  build	
  the	
  Family	
  Tree	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  People	
  

	
  
	
  
Tel	
  Aviv,	
  Israel;	
  London,	
  UK	
  and	
  Los	
  Angeles,	
  US	
  –	
  July	
  10,	
  2010	
  –	
  MyHeritage.com	
  and	
  
JewishGen.org	
  are	
  now	
  working	
  together	
  to	
  invigorate	
  the	
  Family	
  Tree	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  People	
  (FTJP)	
  
project.	
  
	
  
Under	
  this	
  collaboration,	
  family	
  trees	
  built	
  with	
  a	
  special	
  version	
  of	
  MyHeritage.com	
  available	
  at	
  
http://www.myheritage.com/jewishgen,	
  with	
  the	
  consent	
  of	
  the	
  tree	
  creators,	
  will	
  be	
  transferred	
  
periodically	
  to	
  the	
  FTJP	
  for	
  digital	
  safekeeping.	
  Privacy	
  controls,	
  using	
  the	
  MyHeritage.com	
  tools,	
  
can	
  be	
  set	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  wishes	
  of	
  the	
  tree	
  creator.	
  	
  Data	
  of	
  existing	
  MyHeritage.com	
  users	
  will	
  
not	
  be	
  transferred.	
  
	
  
JewishGen	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization	
  created	
  to	
  help	
  researchers	
  interested	
  in	
  Jewish	
  genealogy	
  
around	
  the	
  world	
  connect	
  to	
  each	
  other,	
  research	
  their	
  families	
  and	
  ancestral	
  geographic	
  
locations,	
  participate	
  in	
  research	
  projects	
  and	
  store	
  Jewish	
  family	
  trees	
  safely.	
  The	
  mission	
  of	
  
JewishGen	
  is	
  to	
  obtain	
  records	
  and	
  information	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  valuable	
  to	
  those	
  with	
  Jewish	
  ancestry	
  
and	
  place	
  them	
  on	
  the	
  JewishGen	
  website,	
  at	
  no	
  cost,	
  in	
  an	
  easy	
  to	
  understand	
  and	
  searchable	
  
format.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Family	
  Tree	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  People	
  is	
  a	
  project	
  of	
  JewishGen	
  to	
  bring	
  together	
  family	
  historians	
  
around	
  the	
  world	
  who	
  research	
  Jewish	
  family	
  branches.	
  The	
  project	
  offers	
  a	
  central	
  resource	
  for	
  
Jewish	
  family	
  trees	
  and	
  helps	
  re-­‐connect	
  Jewish	
  families.	
  	
  
	
  
MyHeritage.com	
  is	
  a	
  genealogical	
  social	
  networking	
  site	
  with	
  more	
  than	
  50	
  million	
  members	
  and	
  
590	
  million	
  profiles	
  worldwide.	
  It	
  currently	
  holds	
  some	
  15	
  million	
  family	
  trees.	
  It	
  operates	
  in	
  36	
  
languages	
  including	
  English	
  and	
  Hebrew,	
  making	
  it	
  ideal	
  for	
  Jewish	
  families	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  
connect,	
  as	
  it	
  offers	
  easy	
  and	
  fun	
  tools	
  to	
  enable	
  sharing	
  of	
  information,	
  photos,	
  documents	
  and	
  
videos	
  among	
  far-­‐flung	
  relatives,	
  with	
  complete	
  and	
  secure	
  privacy	
  controls	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  set	
  by	
  tree	
  
creators.	
  
	
  
“JewishGen	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  ensuring	
  Jewish	
  continuity	
  for	
  present	
  generations	
  and	
  generations	
  
yet	
  to	
  come,”	
  says	
  JewishGen	
  managing	
  director	
  Warren	
  Blatt.	
  “Our	
  free,	
  easy-­‐to-­‐use	
  website	
  
features	
  thousands	
  of	
  databases,	
  research	
  tools	
  and	
  other	
  resources	
  to	
  help	
  those	
  with	
  Jewish	
  
ancestry	
  research	
  and	
  find	
  family	
  members.	
  The	
  vision	
  of	
  JewishGen	
  is	
  to	
  connect	
  Jews	
  
throughout	
  the	
  world	
  with	
  their	
  relatives	
  and	
  provide	
  them	
  with	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  their	
  
family	
  history	
  and	
  heritage.”	
  	
  
	
  



	
  

“MyHeritage.com	
  –	
  a	
  site	
  used	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  by	
  all	
  religions	
  –	
  is	
  among	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  
genealogy	
  websites	
  in	
  the	
  Jewish	
  world,	
  making	
  it	
  a	
  natural	
  partner	
  for	
  JewishGen”,	
  said	
  Blatt.	
  
“The	
  benefit	
  of	
  this	
  partnership	
  is	
  to	
  offer	
  the	
  free	
  website	
  tools	
  from	
  MyHeritage.com	
  to	
  create	
  
and	
  research	
  family	
  trees,	
  with	
  the	
  option	
  to	
  share	
  those	
  trees	
  with	
  the	
  thousands	
  of	
  JewishGen	
  
users	
  via	
  the	
  FTJP.	
  Under	
  the	
  new	
  partnership,	
  the	
  FTJP	
  will	
  be	
  invigorated	
  and	
  constantly	
  
updated,	
  resulting	
  in	
  an	
  accurate,	
  up-­‐to-­‐date	
  and	
  constantly	
  growing	
  Jewish	
  family	
  tree	
  database	
  
for	
  JewishGen.”	
  
	
  
“We	
  are	
  excited	
  to	
  join	
  forces	
  with	
  JewishGen,”	
  said	
  Gilad	
  Japhet,	
  founder	
  and	
  CEO	
  of	
  
MyHeritage.com,	
  himself	
  an	
  avid	
  genealogist	
  and	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  JewishGen	
  since	
  August	
  2000.	
  “We	
  
see	
  it	
  as	
  a	
  privilege	
  to	
  cooperate	
  with	
  JewishGen	
  and	
  help	
  it	
  preserve	
  family	
  trees	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  
wish	
  to	
  discover,	
  and	
  be	
  discovered	
  by,	
  fellow	
  researchers	
  and	
  relatives,"	
  Japhet	
  added.	
  "Our	
  
Smart	
  Matching	
  technology	
  will	
  provide	
  genealogists	
  the	
  added	
  benefit	
  of	
  discovering	
  additional	
  
relatives	
  through	
  the	
  large	
  databases	
  on	
  MyHeritage.com.	
  This	
  will	
  fulfill	
  the	
  mutual	
  objective	
  of	
  
MyHeritage.com	
  and	
  JewishGen	
  to	
  reunite	
  families	
  whose	
  ties	
  have	
  been	
  lost	
  through	
  time	
  and	
  
fate."	
  
	
  
	
  
About	
  MyHeritage.com:	
  
MyHeritage.com	
  was	
  founded	
  by	
  a	
  team	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  combine	
  their	
  passion	
  for	
  family	
  history	
  with	
  the	
  
development	
  of	
  innovative	
  technology.	
  Since	
  launching	
  in	
  November	
  2005	
  MyHeritage.com	
  has	
  become	
  the	
  world’s	
  
leading	
  international	
  online	
  network	
  for	
  families	
  and	
  the	
  second	
  largest	
  family	
  history	
  website.	
  The	
  fastest	
  growth	
  
rates	
  in	
  the	
  industry	
  combined	
  with	
  the	
  acquisitions	
  of	
  Pearl	
  Street	
  Software	
  (2007),	
  Kindo.com	
  (2008)	
  and	
  OSN	
  
(2009)	
  have	
  made	
  MyHeritage.com	
  the	
  home	
  for	
  50	
  million	
  family	
  members	
  and	
  590	
  million	
  profiles.	
  The	
  company	
  
has	
  offices	
  in	
  London,	
  UK;	
  Hamburg,	
  Germany;	
  Boulder,	
  Colorado,	
  USA	
  and	
  Tel	
  Aviv,	
  Israel.	
  MyHeritage.com	
  has	
  
received	
  funding	
  by	
  Accel	
  Partners	
  and	
  Index	
  Ventures.	
  For	
  more	
  information,	
  visit	
  
http://www.myheritage.com/jewishgen	
  	
  

	
  
About	
  JewishGen:	
  
JewishGen,	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization	
  affiliated	
  with	
  the	
  Museum	
  of	
  Jewish	
  Heritage	
  –	
  A	
  Living	
  Memorial	
  to	
  the	
  
Holocaust,	
  was	
  founded	
  in	
  1987	
  as	
  a	
  bulletin	
  board	
  with	
  only	
  150	
  users	
  who	
  were	
  interested	
  in	
  Jewish	
  genealogy.	
  	
  

Primarily	
  driven	
  by	
  volunteers,	
  there	
  are	
  over	
  700	
  active	
  volunteers	
  throughout	
  the	
  world	
  who	
  actively	
  contribute	
  to	
  
its	
  ever	
  growing	
  collection	
  of	
  databases,	
  resources	
  and	
  search	
  tools.	
  	
  Currently,	
  JewishGen	
  hosts	
  more	
  than	
  14	
  million	
  

records,	
  and	
  provides	
  a	
  myriad	
  of	
  resources	
  and	
  search	
  tools	
  designed	
  to	
  assist	
  those	
  researching	
  their	
  Jewish	
  
ancestry.	
  JewishGen	
  provides	
  its	
  resources	
  online	
  as	
  a	
  public	
  service.	
  

	
  

	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  please	
  contact:	
  
	
  

For	
  MyHeritage.com:	
   For	
  JewishGen:	
  
Daniel	
  Horowitz	
   Warrren	
  Blatt	
  
Genealogy	
  and	
  Translation	
  Manager	
   Managing	
  Director	
  
Email:	
  Daniel@MyHeritage.com	
   Email:	
  wblatt@jewishgen.org	
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